COMMON SENSE APPROACHES TO KEEPING RICHARDSON STRONG

The easy thing to do regarding Richardson’s May 8th, $66 million bond is to vote yes.  After all, who doesn’t like new things?  The responsible thing is to vote No.

JOIN OTHER RICHARDSON RESIDENTS DESIRING A STRONGER COMMUNITY AND LET OUR CITY LEADERS KNOW THAT WHILE WE LOVE RICHARDSON AND WANT THE ABSOLUTE BEST FOR IT, NOW IS NOT THE TIME TO ASK US TO RAISE OUR PROPERTY TAXES AND PUT OUR FINANCIAL FUTURE IN JEOPARDY WITH THIS UNSTABLE & RISKY ECONOMY.

LET’S COME UP WITH COMMON SENSE SOLUTIONS

TO KEEP OUR COMMUNITY STRONG AND VIABLE!
Opposition to the current bond election has surfaced for the following reasons:

1. Affording this bond is based on a stable economy.  Unfortunately, recent Dallas County Appraisal District (DCAD) data shows 60% of the homes will have lower appraised values.  Last year, 55% of the homes had reduced values.  The trend is not improving!

Lower appraisals mean lower tax revenues for local taxing entities (City of Richardson, Dallas County, RISD, DCCCD, and Parkland Hospital).

Dallas County is expecting a $56 million shortfall this year.  They are considering a $.02 property tax increase which would result in additional new taxes to you!

As a result of lower appraised values, RISD will have to do one or more of the following: cut services and/or reduce or eliminate the homestead exemption.

2.  Voting for this bond means putting a 10.4% city property tax rate increase on you!  What about the elderly on fixed incomes?  The City of Richardson is made up of 24% retired on fixed income.  What about the unemployed and the under-employed who are currently suffering in this risky economy?
3.  Protect our AAA Bond Rating.  Over the last 15 years, Richardson’s debt has grown considerably.  Currently, it takes $.37 out of every property tax dollar to pay our bond obligations.  This debt will grow to $.43 if this bond passes and will be one of the highest rates in the Metroplex.  Richardson used to be able to boast of having one of the lowest tax rates in the State of Texas– not anymore!  At what rate will Richardson lose its AAA bond rating?   This would have a disastrous affect on the cost of money for the City.

4.  SAFETY OF OUR CHILDREN – Moving a fire station from a major road to a secondary road located between Apollo Junior High and crowded ball fields is a disaster waiting to happen.  It’s been said that moving the station south reduces response times to the south.  It does so at the expense of increased response times to the north!  Let’s look for common sense solutions!

5.  LOW TAX RATES MAKE OUR CITY A STRONGER AND MORE DESIRABLE COMMUNITY IN WHICH WE LIVE, WORK & PLAY!  Let’s be responsible in Richardson and avoid problems like the massive, out-of-control spending at the Federal level, which will have to be addressed by our children and grandchildren.
For more information, visit http://www.jsn2010.com
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